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NEWS & VIEWS
May 29, 2019 | 24 Iyar 5779

Blog & Events Issue

Posts from this Hebrew College-hosted blog are published weekly in Patheos.

Commemorating and Participating in
Shavuot
Parashat Bechukotai (Leviticus 26:3-27:34)

By Rabbi Daniel Klein, Rab`10, MJEd`10
Associate Dean for Admissions & Student Life
Rabbinical School of Hebrew College

From its earliest understanding, the revelation of Torah, which we celebrate next week with the holiday
of Shavuot, warps time:

God made a covenant with you at Horeb (another name for Sinai). It was not with your ancestors that
God made this covenant, but with us – those of us who are still alive here today. (Deuteronomy 5:2-3).
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With these temporally disorienting words to the Israelites, 40 years after the revelation at Sinai, Moses
inspires a wonderfully confusing question about how to relate to and celebrate the giving of Torah. We
might have thought it was an event in the past that we are duty bound to commemorate; but instead,
Moses invites us into mythic time, in which the past becomes available in the present, and we are asked
to adopt a posture of participation. 

As we prepare to stand before the mountain again and receive Torah, this week’s parasha, Bechukotai,
subtly, yet powerfully, illuminates and reinforces this message. 

Read more

Hebrew College Faculty on the Road this Summer
Each semester, Hebrew College faculty go beyond our classrooms to bring compelling, relevant and
creative ideas to your community. We share our love of Torah, our commitment to communal and social
responsibility, and our diverse perspectives to ask and help find answers to the most important and
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challenging questions of our time—and of our lives. Our faculty inspire, enlighten and engage.

Faculty summer speaking engagements

TONIGHT!
JTFGB Grant Ceremony
May 29 | 6-8 pm
Hebrew College
Information

TOMORROW NIGHT!
Spring Fundraiser
Hebrew College Live! Stories in Honor of Our
Teachers
May 30 | 6:30 pm
Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley, MA
Information | Purchase Tickets | Make a Gift

Commencement
June 2 | 10 am
Hebrew College
Information

Cantorial Ordination
June 2 | 1:30 pm
Temple Reyim, Newton MA
Information

Rabbinical Ordination
June 2 | 3 pm
Temple Reyim, Newton MA
Information

Ani Kinor: Prayer Leader Summer Institute
Two-Day Intensive
June 3-4
Hebrew College
Learn more | Register

Me'ah Graduation
June 5 | 6:30-8:30 pm
Hebrew College
Information

Hebrew College | 160 Herrick Road | Newton Centre, MA 02459
617.559.8600 | www.hebrewcollege.edu | Donate
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