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Hebrew College is a Boston-area institution of Jewish learning and leadership that offers community 

learning programs for all ages and stages within a pluralistic environment of open inquiry, depth, 

creativity, and compassion, as well as graduate programs in rabbinical, cantorial, education and  

Jewish studies. Hebrew College community programs welcome students from all faiths, cultures,  

and experiences. 
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HEBREW LANGUAGE ULPAN (On Campus) 
SEPTEMBER 13-DECEMBER 22, 2019 

Hebrew classes meet once or twice a week. Choose from Level 1 (beginner) to Level 10 (advanced). 

Registration: hebrewcollege.edu/ulpan 

Contact Information: Tzilla Barone | tbarone@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559-8812 

 

Level Classes meet ONCE a week on: Classes meet TWICE a week on: 

Level 1 
(beginner) 

Sunday 2:30-5:30 pm, beginning September 15. 
Tuesday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 17. 

Monday and Wednesday 9:30-11:20 am 
OR 6:30-8:20 pm, 
beginning September 16. 

Level 2 
(mid-beginner) 

Sunday 2:30-5:30 pm, beginning September 15. 
Tuesday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 17. 

Monday and Wednesday 9:30-11:20 am 
OR 6:30-8:20 pm, 
beginning September 16. 

Level 3 
(advanced beginner) 

Sunday 2:30-5:30 pm. beginning September 15 
Tuesday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 17. 
Friday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 13. 

Monday and Wednesday 9:30-11:20 am 
OR 6:30-8:20 pm 
beginning September 16. 

Level 4 
(low intermediate) 

Tuesday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 17. 
Friday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 13. 

Monday and Wednesday 9:30-11:20 am 
OR 6:30-8:20 pm 
beginning September 16. 

Level 5 
(mid-intermediate) 

Monday 6:30-9:30 pm, beginning September 16. 
Friday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 13. 

Monday and Wednesday 9:30-11:20 am 
OR 6:30-8:20 pm 
beginning September 16. 

Level 6,7 
(high intermediate) 

Monday 6:30-9:30 pm, beginning September 16. 
Tuesday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 17 
Wednesday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 18. 
Friday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 13. 

Level 8,9 
(mid-advanced) 

Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm, beginning September 17. 
Friday 9:30 am-12:30 pm, beginning September 13. 

Level 10 
(advanced) Friday 10:00 am-1:00 pm, beginning September 13. 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 4 

 

ME’AH PROGRAMS    
 
Journey through Jewish texts and ideas from biblical times to the present through  
Hebrew College’s two-year Me’ah Classic program. Or dive into a particular historic  
period, time, or personality through Hebrew College’s one-semester Me’ah Select classes. 
 

ME’AH CLASSIC (2-YEAR PROGRAM) 

Every semester we offer a distinct catalogue of engaging and thought-provoking courses so students can 
pursue their interests and hone their passions as they navigate the landscape of Jewish learning.  

Registration: hebrewcollege.edu/meah 

Contact Information:  
Marilyn Stern | Associate Director, Me’ah | meah@hebrewcollege.edu |(617) 559-8614 

 

YEAR ONE: BROOKLINE COLLABORATIVE  

TEMPLE SINAI in the fall, and TEMPLE BETH ZION in the winter/spring, Brookline, MA 

Wednesdays, 7:15-9:45 pm, beginning October 23, 2019. Tuition is $675; financial aid is available. 

FALL SEMESTER  

“Bible” with Rabbi Neal Gold 
October 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20; December 4, 11, 18; January 8, 15.  

Snow/sick days: January 22, 29. 

WINTER SEMESTER  

“Rabbinics” with Rabbi Micha’el Rosenberg 
February 5, 12, 26; March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1, 22, 29; May 6.  

Snow/sick days: May 13, 20. 
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HEBREW COLLEGE, NEWTON, MA 

Mondays, 7-9:30 pm, beginning October 28, 2019. Tuition is $675; financial aid is available. 

FALL SEMESTER  

“Bible” with Dr. Lynne Heller 
October 28; November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 9, 16, 23; January 6, 13.  

Snow/sick days: January 27 and February 3. 

WINTER SEMESTER  

“Rabbinics” with Rabbi Noah Cheses  
February 10, 24; March 16, 23, 30; April 6, 27; May 4, 11, 18.  

Snow/sick days: June 1, 8. 

 

HEBREW COLLEGE, NEWTON, MA 

Tuesdays, 9:45 am-12:15 pm, beginning October 29, 2019. Tuition is $675; financial aid is available. 

FALL SEMESTER  

“Bible” with Rabbi Leonard Gordon, D. Min.  
October 29; November 5, 12, 19; December 3, 10, 17; January 7, 14, 21.  

Snow/sick day: January 28. 

WINTER SEMESTER  

“Rabbinics” with Dr. David Bernat 
February 4, 11, 25; March 3, 17, 24, 31; April 7, 21, 28.  

Snow/sick days: May 5, 12. 
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ME’AH SELECT (SEMESTER PROGRAM)  

Registration: hebrewcollege.edu/programs/meah-select/ 

Contact: Marilyn Stern | Associate Director, Me’ah | meah@hebrewcollege.edu |(617) 559-8614 

THE MODERN JEWISH EXPERIENCE THROUGH THE LENS OF SHORT STORIES 

Most of us learn the history of Jews and Judaism in the modern period from scholarly texts and original 
documents. This invaluable view of the big picture leaves out the lived dimension of the events. How 
did Jewish individuals in widely separated and quite different communities experience the challenges 
and changes of modernity? How did these experiences, and the feelings they evoked, shape new Jewish 
hopes and projects? This course uses Jewish short stories, beginning in the late 19th century, from 
England, Russia, Eastern Europe, Israel, and America. The stories give us unique insights into 
generational struggles, changing gender roles, and the search for “authentic Judaism” outside the 
precincts of religion. The most recent stories highlight the fear that traditional forms of Jewish 
memory and identity may be disappearing entirely, and ask whether these can be replaced with a 
commitment to social justice or with “Israeliness.”  

Dr. Jacob Meskin | Beverly, Temple B’nai Abraham  
Wednesdays, 7:00-9:30 pm 
October 30; November 6, 13, 20; December 4, 11, 18; January 8, 15, 22. 
Snow/sick day January 29. 
$250 for temple members, $350 non temple members. Financial aid is available. 

 

EIGHT ESSENTIAL JEWISH THINKERS-A USER-FRIENDLY GUIDE TO  
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT  

Modernity introduced decisive changes into the lives of Jews. This course offers a hands-on and clear 
introduction to eight of the most important Jewish thinkers who have reflected on the meaning of 
being Jewish in the modern period. These thinkers approach the question of modern Jewish existence 
from a wide variety of different perspectives ranging from an emphasis on Jewishness as a secular 
political identity, through attempts to combine modernity either with orthodox Judaism, or with a 
mystical and deeply religious understanding of Zionism. 

Dr. Jacob Meskin | Cambridge, Harvard Worship and Study 
Sundays, 3:00-5:30 pm, alternating weeks 
October 27; November 10, 24; December 8; January 5, 19; February 2, 23; March 8, 22. 
Snow/sick day: March 29. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 
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FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT: THE NEW HISTORY OF JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 

In this course, we will study the often painful history of Jewish Christian relations, drawing on the 
latest scholarship and innovative paradigms. Our focus will be on what happened, on why it happened 
and, above all, on how understanding the deep reasons behind past events can liberate us to envision a 
better future. Through this kind of study contemporary Jews and Christians can fully grasp that the 
future need not be like the past. 

Dr. Jacob Meskin | Dedham, Newbridge on the Charles 
Fridays, 9:30-11:30 am, alternating weeks 
October 25; November 7, 22; December 6, 20; January 10, 24; February 7, 28; March 13, 27: 
April 17. Snow/sick day: May 1 
$300. Financial aid is available. 

 

THE FIVE MEGILLOT 

Five unusual biblical books—Ruth, Esther, the Song of Songs, Lamentations, and Ecclesiastes—have a 
unique role in Jewish life: each provides a liturgy for a festival in the cycle of the year. Beyond that, 
each of these books is delightfully idiosyncratic compared to the rest of the Bible. We will discover 
together just what makes these books so special, through a close reading of the primary texts as well 
as secondary literature that puts them in the context of Israel’s experience in the ancient Near East. 

Rabbi Neal Gold | Lexington Collaborative at Temple Isaiah 
Mondays, 7:00-9:30 pm, beginning November 4 
November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 16; January 6, 13, 27. 
Snow/sick days: February 3. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 

Registration for this class is through chaverweb: https://templeemunah.org/16-membership/42-
chaverware. Temple Emunah members may use their login; all others may create a guest account. 
Then go to “events sign-up” and look for “Me’ah Select.” 

 

THE CREATION OF THE MODERN JEW: EUROPEAN NATIONALISM, ZIONISM, AND 
AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE 

The advent of the Enlightenment in Europe led to legal emancipation that freed Jews from their 
centuries-long separate existence. As nationalism led to the establishment of culturally distinct nation-
states, Jews found themselves “officially” invited to become citizens. But this new legal status did not 
by itself alter the religious and cultural otherness of the Jews. The Jews’ new status was challenging 
and often entailed adverse and even tragic consequences. 

How did Jews — and some non-Jews — respond to this situation? In this course we will begin with the 
background of nineteenth and twentieth century nationalism, and will then focus on to the two most 
important responses to this challenging situation: Zionism and the creation of American Jewish life. 
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Both endeavored to make it possible for Jews to fit into a society and to call it “home.” Modern Jewish 
life is a direct consequence of these two responses. 

Dr. Jacob Meskin | Lexington Collaborative at Temple Emunah  
Thursdays, 9:30 am-12 pm, beginning October 24 
October 24, 31; November 7, 14, 21; December 5, 12, 19; January 9, 16. 
Snow/sick day: January 23. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 

Registration for this class is through chaverweb: https://templeemunah.org/16-membership/42-
chaverware. Temple Emunah members may use their login; all others may create a guest account. 
Then go to “events sign-up” and look for “Me’ah Select.”  

OLD NEW WORLD: THE HISTORY OF ZIONIST IDEAS  

Zionism sprouted from modernity, the 19th century social and intellectual trends that challenged just 
what, exactly, it meant to be a Jew in a new era of history. In this class we’ll explore how those ideas 
impacted the Jewish people in Israel and in America. We’ll look at the key ideas of Zionism, including 
the writings of Theodor Herzl, Ahad Ha’am, Ze’ev Jabotinsky, Henrietta Szold, Louis Brandeis, and 
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook. And we’ll learn the post-1948 and post-1967 changes expressed by the 
thinkers, poets, and artists who shaped these generations. To understand their ideas is essential for 
understanding why and how the State of Israel came to be, why it looks the way it does today, and 
what it all means for 21st Century Judaism. 

Rabbi Neal Gold | Newton, Hebrew College  
Tuesdays, 9:30 am-12:00 pm, beginning November 5 
November 5, 12, 19; December 2, 10, 17; January 7, 14, 21, 28. 
Snow/sick day: February 4. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 

CINEMATIC MIDRASH: THE MOVIES “TAKE” ON BIBLICAL TEXT  

Cinema grapples with levels of reality as well as themes from antiquity and frequently is in 
conversation with a biblical text. We shall do a close reading of selected foundational biblical texts. 
Then we will screen award-winning movies from recent Jewish Film festivals, as well as scenes from 
the super hero genre (Wonder Woman and Black Panther) to unpack and further interpret biblical 
themes through the lens of modernity and social commentary. Bring your Bible, your brain, and your 
critical eye. Artisan popcorn will be provided! 

Dr. Lynne Heller | Newton, Hebrew College 
Thursdays, 7:00-9:30 pm, beginning October 24 
October 24, 31; November 7, 14, 21; December 5, 12, 19; January 9, 16.  
Snow/sick days: January 23, 30. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 
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MODERN JEWISH MYSTICAL MASTERS 

In this class we’ll get an opportunity to study the thought, practices and lives of some of the most 
profound and influential Jewish mystics of the modern era. Building on the earlier mystical traditions 
of heavenly ascents, Zohar, Lurianic Kabbalah, numerology and early Hasidic spirituality we’ll delve 
deeply into some middle and later Hasidic masters such as Yehudah Arieh Leib Alter (the S’fat Emet), 
Mordecai Yosef Leiner, (the Ishbitzer Rebbe), Kalman Kalonymous Shapiro (the Piazetzner Rebbe) as 
well as 20th and 21st century figures who took Jewish mysticism into new directions such as Abraham 
Isaac Kook, Abraham Joshua Heschel, and Zalman Schachter Shalomi, and contemporary teachers of 
mystical Judaism such as Shefa Gold and Arthur Green.  

Rabbi Natan Margalit | Newton, Hebrew College 
Thursday mornings, 9:45 am-12:15 pm, beginning October 2 
October 24, 31; November 7, 14, 21; December 5, 12, 19; January 9, 16. 
Snow/sick days: January 23, 30. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 

 

CRUCIAL MOMENTS IN THE ISRAELI EXPERIENCE THROUGH THE  
LENS OF SHORT STORIES 

This course aims to introduce students to certain critical moments in the history of the modern state of 
Israel through short stories that range from the earliest days of the pioneers to the twenty-first 
century. Written by men and women, Ashkenazim and Sefardim/Mizrachim, Jews and Arabs, secularists 
and traditionalists, these stories open up for us uniquely visceral and imaginative windows on many of 
the compelling events that have shaped the history of Israel. Although our focus each week will be on 
the stories, excerpts from various academic and secondary sources will also be supplied in order to 
provide historical background for the setting of each story. Depending on logistical considerations we 
may also screen one or two Israeli films, which tie into some of the stories. 

Dr. Jacob Meskin | Newton, Temple Emanuel 
Wednesdays, 9:30 am-12 pm, beginning October 23 
October 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20; December 4, 11, 18; January 8, 15  
Snow/sick days: January 22, 29 
$325; $625 if you register for both fall and spring class. Financial aid is available. 

Please register through the Temple Emanuel website: templeemanuel.com/event/meah-select-crucial-
moments/2019-10-23/ 
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THE MAKING OF THE MODERN JEW: EUROPEAN NATIONALISM, ZIONISM, AND 
AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE 

The advent of the Enlightenment in Europe led to legal emancipation that freed Jews from their 
centuries-long separate existence. As nationalism led to the establishment of culturally distinct nation-
states, Jews found themselves “officially” invited to become citizens. But this new legal status did not 
by itself alter the religious and cultural otherness of the Jews. The Jews’ new status was challenging 
and often entailed adverse and even tragic consequences. 

Dr. Jacob Meskin | Metrowest in Sudbury, Congregation B’nai Torah 
Thursdays evenings, 7:00-9:30 pm 
October 24, 31; November 7, 14, 21; December 5, 12, 19; January 9, 16.  
Snow/sick day: January 23. 
$350. Financial aid is available. 

 

IN SEARCH OF CHARACTER: EXPLORING BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES 

The Hebrew Bible shares precious little description about the personalities that fill its pages. Rather, 
the character of its personalities inheres in their words and deeds. Join us for a series of interactive 
text studies of major and minor biblical personalities explored through the interpretive readings of the 
Talmud, the Midrash, as well as of medieval and modern commentaries. 

Rabbi Benjamin Samuels | Wellesley, Temple Beth Elohim  
Wednesday mornings, 9:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m., beginning October 23. 
October 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20; December 4, 11, 18; January 8, 15; January 22, 29. 
Snow/sick day: February 5. 
$300. Financial aid is available. 
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PARENTING & GRANDPARENTING 
THROUGH A JEWISH LENS  
NAVIGATE THE CHALLENGES OF PARENTING KIDS,  
FROM TODDLERS TO TEENS, GUIDED BY JEWISH WISDOM. 

Register: hebrewcollege.edu/parenting 
Contact: Ahava Rosenthal | arosenthal@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559-8734 

PARENTING THROUGH A JEWISH LENS (NEWBORNS THROUGH AGE 9) 

Join a group of fellow parents of newborns through nine-year-olds to discuss topics that matter to you 
as a parent; explore Jewish values that can enrich your family; reflect on the joys and challenges of 
raising kids today; and find support, encouragement, and connection. Free babysitting is available for 
all daytime classes 

Our curriculum helps parents discover the many ways in which Jewish sources of wisdom can inform 
their choices. A few examples of the topics addressed include: How can I help foster my child’s 
uniqueness? How can I nurture my child’s resilience? How can I help my family through dark times?  
How do I talk to my child about God? 

ACTON-Congregation Beth Elohim, Sundays, 10:00-11:30 am, beginning October 27, 2019.  

BELMONT-Beth El Temple Center, Sundays, 9:00-10:45 am, beginning November 24, 2019. 

BEVERLY-Temple B'nai Abraham, Sundays, 10:30 am-12:00 pm, beginning November 3, 2019. 

BROOKLINE-Temple Ohabei Shalom, Sundays, 5:00-6:30 pm, beginning November 3, 2019. 

BURLINGTON-Temple Shalom Emeth, Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00 pm, beginning November 6, 2019. 

NEEDHAM-Temple Beth Shalom, Part 3, Sundays, 5:00-6:30 pm, beginning September 15, 2019. 

NEEDHAM-Temple Beth Shalom, Series A, Sundays, 5:00-6:30 pm, beginning September 15, 2019. 

NEEDHAM-Temple Beth Shalom, Series A, Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 pm, beginning November 6, 2019. 

NEWTON-Temple Beth Avodah, Sundays, 9:45-11:15 am, beginning November 17, 2019. 

SHARON-Temple Israel, Sundays, 9:15-10:45 am, beginning January 5, 2019. 

WALTHAM-BJEP, Sundays,10:00-11:30 am, beginning November 10, 2019. 

WATERTOWN-Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, Sundays, 10:15-11:45 am, beginning January 5, 2020. 

WELLESLEY-Temple Beth Elohim, Sundays, 9:00-10:30 am, beginning October 20, 2019. 

WEST ROXBURY-Temple Hillel B'nai Torah, Sundays, 10:00-11:30 am, beginning November 3, 2019. 

WESTWOOD-Temple Beth David, Sundays, 10:00-11:30 am, beginning November 3,2019. 
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PARENTING YOUR ‘TWEEN THROUGH A JEWISH LENS (AGES 9 TO 13)  
PARENTING YOUR TEEN THROUGH A JEWISH LENS (AGES 13 TO 19) 

The practical and emotional challenges of raising pre-teens and teens in today’s world often seem 
overwhelming. Learn from both ancient and contemporary sources of wisdom that you are not alone in 
your journey through these complicated life stages. Parenting Your ‘Tween Through a Jewish Lens and 
Parenting Your Teen Through a Jewish Lens create supportive communities of parents where you will 
explore compelling Jewish texts and traditions and share stories and ideas about raising preteens and 
teens today. 

Classes are being scheduled for Fall 2019. For information or to schedule a class in your area, please 
contact Ahava Rosenthal 617-559-8734 or arosenthal@hebrewcollege.edu. 

 

GRANDPARENTING THROUGH A JEWISH LENS 

Grandparenting today is a rewarding and challenging experience. In this 4-session class, you’ll will 
come together to learn how Jewish wisdom can help us navigate our role in our children’s and 
grandchildren’s lives. 

$65/person | $110/per couple (4 sessions). Tuition assistance is available.  

NEEDHAM-Temple Aliyah, Wednesdays, 7:45-9:15 pm, Starting October 30, 2019. 
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OPEN CIRCLE 
JEWISH LEARNING  
 

In Hebrew College's Open Circle Jewish Learning discussion groups, you can ask big questions, explore 
relevant topics, and find meaning in Jewish sources of wisdom. Learn and make a difference through 
a social justice community group, participate in a conversation group focused on mysticism and 
mindfulness; or create your own salon on any topic ranging from Israel to the Torah. 

Register: hebrewcollege.edu/OCJL 
Contact: Helaine Deneberg | hdenenberg@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559–8674 

 

CRISES OF LEADERSHIP IN THE WILDERNESS: FROM EXODUS TO THE BOOK OF 
NUMBERS (INTERMEDIATE LEVEL) 

This course explores crises in leadership in the Torah, from populist revolts to rivalry on high. We will 
review the sin of the golden calf and the breaking of the tablets and Moses’ response to the ministering 
women and their gift of mirrors. We will also address several crises in the desert sojourn: the 
grumblings for meat, questions of prophecy, the sin of the spies, and Korah’s rebellion. Readings will 
draw from classic and modern sources. Prior text experience with the Hebrew Bible or Me’ah required. 

Rachel Adelman | Hebrew College 
Mondays, 4-5:30 pm, September 9, 16, 23; October 28; November 4, 11, 18; December 2, 9, 16. 

 

CULTIVATING AN AUTHENTIC RELATIONSHIP TO SELF, OTHERS AND GOD THROUGH 
THE LENS OF THE HEBREW MONTHS 

These sessions will include Torah text study, mindfulness and body centered exercises, journaling  
and compassionate listening partnerships to help cultivate an authentic relationship with self, others 
and God. 

Ketriellah Goldfeder | Private Home, Sharon 
Sundays, 7:30-9 pm, September 8, 15, 22; October 27; November 3, 10, 17, 24;  
December 8 and 15. 
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THE JEWISH ROAD TO CHARACTER: A JOURNEY INTO THE PRACTICE AND  
STUDY OF MUSSAR 

Mussar is a Jewish spiritual discipline that helps us to nurture depth of soul and spirit. Through the 
exploration of Jewish wisdom and insight, we develop a way of living that reflects inner-peace, ethical 
living, and deepened appreciation for life’s blessings. 

Rabbi S. Gurvis | Temple Beth Shalom, Needham 
Tuesdays, 7:30-9 pm, September 17, October 15, 29; November 12, 26; December 3, 17; 
January 7, 21; February 2, 25; March 3, 17, 31; April 4, 28; May 12, 26. 

OPENING THE GATES: A PERSONAL EXPLORATION OF TESHUVA AND FORGIVENESS 

Starting in the month of Elul we will journey together towards the High Holidays. Grounding ourselves 
in text selections from the Talmud, Maimonides, Hasidic Masters, High Holiday liturgy and 
contemporary voices we will explore what is at the heart of Teshuva-the work of returning. How does 
Teshuva expand our relationships with each other, ourselves and Divine Presence? Through study, 
discussion, song and personal reflection we will wrestle with both the challenges and spiritual 
opportunities of the Yamim Nora’im. 

Rabbi Mona Strick | Boston Synagogue 
Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, September 5, 12, 19, 26; October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; November 7. 

PARASHAT HA-SHAVUA THROUGH A MUSSAR LENS 

The Mussar tradition emphasizes the refinement of one’s personal attributes and the development of 
middot or spiritual qualities such as humility, patience, gratitude, equanimity, and others. In this 
series, we will explore the weekly Torah portion through the lens of Mussar, and the teaching of classic 
Mussar texts and teachers. Each week we will explore the Torah portion from the vantage point of a 
particular middah (soul-trait, or quality) No previous Mussar experience is necessary. All texts will be 
presented in English translation. 

Rabbi Eric S. Gurvis | Temple Emanuel, Newton 
Mondays, 10-11:30 am, October 28; November 2, 11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 16. 

THE ROAD TO JEWISH CHARACTER: A TASTE OF MUSSAR 

Mussar is a Jewish spiritual discipline that helps us to nurture depth of soul and spirit. Through the 
exploration of Jewish wisdom and insight, we develop a way of living that reflects inner-peace, ethical 
living, and deepened appreciation for life’s blessings. 

Rabbi S. Gurvis | Temple Beth Shalom, Needham  
Tuesdays, 7:30-9 pm, September 17, October 15, 29; November 12, 26; December 3, 17; 
January 7, 21; February 2, 25; March 3, 17, 31; April 4, 28; May 12, 26. 
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SARNOFF TO SEINFELD: TELEVISUAL JEWS IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Jewish immigrants and their American-born descendants played critical roles in shaping the American 
entertainment business, yet their relationships to their religious and cultural heritage have been 
complex. In this course, we’ll explore representations of Jewish characters on broadcast television–
from immigrant-era Goldbergs to modern-day shows like Transparent, Mrs. Maisel, and Crazy Ex-
Girlfriend–and their connection to the shifting place of Jews and Jewish culture in American society. 

Rachel Greenblatt | Vilna Shul 
Mondays, 7:30-9 pm, October 7, 28; November 11, 25; December 9, 16. 

 

TORAH STUDY THROUGH A HASIDIC LENS 

We will delve into hidden meanings that lie beneath the simple reading of selected Torah texts through 
the lenses of Hasidic masters such as The Baal Shem Tov, Degel Machaneh Efraim, Rebbe Nachman, 
Me’or Einayim, and the Netivot Shalom. Each text we encounter will offer a springboard and/or insight 
into our psycho-spiritual lives with the aspiration that our own interiority will be illuminated and 
expanded through its study. The class will utilize music, meditation, hevruta (paired) study and group 
discussion. Limited to ten participants. 

Rabbi Lev Friedman | Private home, Newton 
Wednesdays, 2-3:45 pm, September 4, 18; October 16, 23; November 20; December 4; 
February 5, 19; March 4, 18; and April 8, 29. 

 

WRITING THROUGH A JEWISH LENS: A JEWISH WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP 

Good writing is an act of discovery not just for the reader but for the writer. In this workshop, we will 
explore and reflect on our lives through the act of writing. Our texts will be short pieces by Jewish 
women who will be our teachers in our study of the writer’s craft. Topics will range from childhood to 
Jewish life to motherhood/daughterhood, work, travel, home, and the nature of memory itself. This 
class is open to anyone who has a desire to explore life through writing. No prior experience or 
coursework required. 

Joan Leegant | Hadassah-Brandeis Institute 
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 pm, October 30; November 6, 13, 20; and December 4, 11. 
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OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING 20s and 30s  

Through Hebrew College's Open Circle Young Adult programs, connect with other young adults in their 
20s and 30s, discuss issues that matter to you and your peers, and expand your community through 
through-provoking conversations. Fall classes are still forming. If you are interested in signing up for a 
fall course, conversation, learning group, or forming your own class, contact Joel Stanley, Associate 
Director for Young Adult Programs Open Circle Jewish Learning, at the email or phone number below. 

SHAL-OM: INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH MEDITATION AND MYSTICISM 

Join Rabbi Getzel for a 8-class series on Jewish meditation and mysticism. We will gather each week as 
a community for guided meditation and text study. We will engage with mystical texts from The Zohar, 
The Baal Shem Tov, Rebbe Nachman of Breslov, and the Esh Kodesh, and experiment with their 
meditative systems and states. No previous experience in meditation or Jewish text study necessary–
only authentic curiosity. 

Private home in Cambridge: Thursdays, 7-8:30 p.m., October 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31; and November 7, 
14, 21. 

ZIVUG: FROM FINDING LOVE TO TRANSITIONING TO MARRIAGE 

Join Rabbi Getzel for a 6-class series directed toward couples on love, ‘beshert,’ and the conscious 
transition to marriage. Through Jewish wisdom, text study, guided exercises, and frank conversations, 
we will explore the growth and maintenance of vibrant relationships. Open to couples (all gender and 
multifaith expressions of partnership strongly welcome) in the year preceding or following a wedding. 

Private home in Cambridge: Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., October 2, 16, 23, and 30; and November 6, 13. 

  

Coming soon! Watch for information about our well-known Spring Eser 10-session series via email 
and the Hebrew College website. 

 

CONTACT  

Joel Stanley | Young Adult Programs | jstanley@hebrewcollege.edu | hebrewcollege.edu/eser 
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GRADUATE RABBINICAL, CANTORIAL, 
AND EDUCATION COURSES  
STUDY ALONGSIDE FUTURE RABBIS, CANTORS, AND JEWISH EDUCATORS IN HEBREW 
COLLEGE GRADUATE COURSES. 

Þ Study texts and theory, Jewish history, culture, and spirituality, and social justice and the 
Jewish life cycle, amongst other topics, alongside future rabbis in non-credit graduate 
rabbinical or Jewish Studies courses.  

Þ Delve into the role that music has played in Jewish life from ancient to modern times; learn  
about the music of the Jewish people throughout the Diaspora; compare prayer in different 
religions and parts of the world; and study Jewish music and prayer alongside cantorial 
students in cantorial courses.  

Þ Join a dynamic community of future Jewish educators who are preparing to lead, transform, 
and elevate Jewish learning in our pluralistic world in graduate Jewish education courses. 

CONTACT  

RABBINICAL CLASSES | Laurena Rosenberg | lrosenberg@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559-8632  
 
JEWISH MUSIC CLASSES | Marcia Spellman | mspellman@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559-8643 
 
JEWISH EDUCATION CLASSES | Deb Ron | dron@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559-8624  
 

RABBINICAL COURSES 

GENRES AND THEMES OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE I  

This course will focus on Biblical narrative and legal discourse. The course will cover the arc of biblical 
history and historiography, examining prose selections from the Torah, as well as the historical books: 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel I and II, and Kings I and II. Several sessions will also focus on legal, prescriptive 
and proscriptive material, including ritual and civil law. Particular attention is paid to understanding of 
the Hebrew text, and to the linguistic and literary characteristics of the different genres. First part of 
a two-semester sequence. 

Instructor: Rachel Adelman | Mondays 1:45 pm-3:45 pm  
Prerequisite: Hebrew 4 
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INTRODUCTION TO BASIC CANTILLATION 

This class is an introduction to basic concepts of Torah cantillation. It is not just about learning the 
melodies. Students will acquire and/or improve skills to chant Torah on weekdays, Sabbaths and 
Festivals using a common Ashkenazi trope. Topics will also include the rituals surrounding the Torah 
service, the history of cantillation/trope, correct contemporary pronunciation of biblical Hebrew, and 
the underlying syntactic structure of the whole system of cantillation. Prerequisite: Hebrew 4 or 
permission of the instructor.  

While this course is primarily for rabbinical students, others are welcome (depending on size of the 
class), provided they have adequate sense of musical pitch and the ability to read and translate biblical 
Hebrew (with the help of a dictionary). 

Instructor: Louise Treitman | Fridays 9:00 am-11:00 am 
Prerequisite: Hebrew 4 or permission of the instructor 

HEBREW 5 

Building on Hebrew 3 and 4, the two-semester sequence of Hebrew 5 and 6 focuses on more advanced 
Modern Hebrew language structures and prose writings. Students will deepen their understanding of 
the Hebrew language, with emphasis on skill acquisition and development through the extensive use of 
classical and modern texts. This course gives a systematic presentation of grammatical and syntactic 
principles of biblical and rabbinic Hebrew (including vocabulary). Texts of different styles — such as 
narrative, poetry, prophecy and wisdom literature — are examined with an emphasis on literary 
analysis. 

Instructor: Adva Alpert | Mondays 10:15 am-12:30 pm and Thursdays 9:30-11:45 am 

HEBREW GRAMMAR INTENSIVE 

This course provides a systematic, comprehensive overview of basic Hebrew grammar, focusing on the 
principles of Tiberian Masoretic phonology, as well as the morphology and syntax of nouns, adjectives 
and verbs.  

Instructor: Dan M. Berman | Mondays 2:30-4:00 pm and Wednesdays 2:00-3:30 pm 
Prerequisite: Hebrew 5-6 or equivalent 

MEDIEVAL JEWISH THOUGHT 

This course introduces major medieval thinkers and their enduring contributions to scriptural 
interpretation, law, ethics, philosophy, ritual, mysticism and theology. Main figures include Rashi, 
Judah Halevi, Maimonides, Nahmanides, Rabbi Jacob ben Asher—Baal ha-Turim, Rabbi Bahya ben Asher, 
and Zoharic literature. As time allows, we will look at other genres such as piyyut (sacred poetry), 
polemical literature (both intra-Jewish and against other religions), and ethical treatises. 

Instructor: Nehemia Polen | Tuesdays 9:00 am-10:30 am 
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MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT 

This course will explore the writings of major Jewish thinkers living in the modern era and place them 
in the context of their historical setting. The class will focus on the various ways these thinkers — from 
Mendelssohn to Buber — understood the dynamic relationship between inherited tradition and modern 
conceptions of religious life.  

Instructor: David Starr | Thursdays 9:00 am-10:30 am 

CORE TEXT-TORAH 1: BERESHIT 

In this course, we will engage in close readings of selected passages in Genesis (Bereshit). We will hone 
our text reading skills in Biblical Hebrew as well as medieval commentary. Students will be introduced 
to rabbinic exegesis (Parashanut), with a special focus on Rashi and his midrashic sources.  

Instructor: Shayna Rhodes | Wednesdays 10:35-12:35 pm and Fridays 11:30-1:00 pm.  

CORE TEXT-TORAH 2: SHEMOT 

From a family of twelves sons to a great nation, Exodus (Shemot) recounts the foundational myth of the 
Jewish People. This course entails a close study of the Hebrew text, through the lens of classical 
parshanut and midrash as well as modern literary readers (Sommer, Zornberg, Sarna), while attentive 
to major themes such as the Sinai Revelation, Sacred Space and Time, Peoplehood and Promised Land, 
and the role of Righteous Women in the Redemption.  

Instructor: Rachel Adelman | Tuesdays 9:00-10:30 am and Thursdays 11:30-1:00 pm  

CORE TEXT-TORAH 3: VAYIKRA  

Standing at the very center of the Pentateuch, Vayikra reveals the priestly view of the relationship 
between God and Israel, and the interconnected dimensions of sacred time, space, and person. We will 
study major themes of Vayikra including the sacrificial system, the numinous power of the divine 
Presence, purity and impurity, the relationship between personal and social embodiment, the meaning 
of sacred time, and the interplay of the ritual and the ethical. We shall attempt to understand 
Vayikra’s theory of priesthood, including the paradox of self-referentiality and the paradox of 
initiation. 

Attention will be given to the role of Vayikra in the context of the Pentateuch as a whole, with special 
focus on narrative elements such as the death of Aaron’s sons on the Tabernacle’s inaugural day. We 
will apply insights from anthropology, comparative theology, and the contributions of modern scholars, 
but our main emphasis will be a close and careful reading of the text, assisted by classical 
commentators including Rashi, Ramban and Seforno. 

Instructor: Nehemia Polen | Thursdays 2:30-4:00 pm 
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THE PROPHETS IN BIBLE, THEOLOGY, AND JEWISH LIFE 

This course will introduce the major literary prophets, with special focus on Isaiah and Jeremiah. We will 
examine the place of the prophets in biblical history, their theological and political roles, and their 
enduring literary and moral stature. Major themes include the centrality of ethics and concern for  
the poor; attitudes toward Temple, ritual, and Torah; covenant, restoration, and the future of Israel. 
Readings from classical meforshim and modern scholars. Attention to the beauty and power of  
the Hebrew text will be a central emphasis. You will be asked to read with fluency, nuance and grasp  
of meaning. 

Instructor: Nehemiah Polen | Thursdays 11:30 am-1:00 pm 
Prerequisite: Hebrew 7 or above 

CORE TEXT-TORAH 5: DEVARIM 

Deuteronomy, the final book of the Torah, is the text Rabbinical students at Hebrew College approach 
as they enter their final year of their program. This course will approach this book, which has been so 
formative in shaping all later expressions of Judaism, through modern historical and literary lenses, as 
well as through the varieties of traditional interpretations through the ages. 

Instructor: Allan Lehmann | Wednesdays 2:00–3:30 pm 

ARAMAIC 

Students will learn the basic features of Aramaic grammar, focusing on the dialect of Aramaic used in 
the Babylonian Talmud. A solid knowledge of Hebrew grammar will be expected, so that students can 
take advantage of systematic correspondences between Hebrew and Aramaic grammar. Some 
experience reading Talmudic texts will also be presumed. The texts that are read consist primarily of 
aggadic materials from the Babylonian Talmud. At the end of the course, other texts with liturgical and 
halakhic significance will be read as well. 

Instructor: Harvey Bock | Fridays 9:00-10:30 am 
Prerequisite: with permission of the instructor 

TORAH FOR TRANSFORMATIVE SOCIAL CHANGE 

At the heart of this course lies the belief that Torah can speak to us and support us on our quest for 
transformative social change. Through close readings of selected biblical, rabbinic and secondary 
sources, we will let texts challenge our conceptions and enliven our personal social justice practices 
and/or values. In class discussions we will connect the text to contemporary organizing and movement 
work, and build skills to use Torah in faith-rooted activism and practical rabbinic settings. Havruta 
study will be central to class work. 

Instructor: Shoshana Meira Friedman | Wednesdays 3:45 pm-5:15 pm 
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THEOLOGY OF THE JEWISH YEAR 

Sefer Yetsirah teaches that there exist three parallel dimension in which holiness is to be found. It calls 
these ‘olam, shanah, and nefesh: sacred space, sacred time, and sacred person. This semester we will 
be exploring shanah, Jewish dimensions of sacred time. Our approach will be both phenomenological 
and historic. Using frameworks created by contemporary historians of religion and theologians, we will 
be enriching them with a wide range of Jewish literary sources: biblical, rabbinic, philosophical, 
mystical, Hasidic, and modern. 

Instructor: Arthur Green | Thursdays 2:30-4:00 pm 
Prerequisite: Hebrew 8 

CLASSICAL JEWISH THOUGHT 

In this course, we will be exploring the theological, social and economic thought of the classical 
rabbinic period. We will delve into ancient forms of Jewish mysticism, magic, and responsibility, as 
well as consider rabbinic understandings of suffering, sexuality, and the soul. In addition to these 
topics, we will be attempting to untangle and gain fluency in the literary form that the rabbis used to 
treat these topics — namely, the literary form of the dialectic. Grounded in 20th and 21st century 
scholarship on rabbinic thought, our conversations will additionally rely upon our own readings of 
primary source materials in the Hebrew original.  

Instructor: Jordan Schuster | Mondays 11:30-1:00 pm 
Prerequisite: with permission of the instructor and Hebrew 6 

INTRODUCTION TO READING BIBLICAL TEXTS 

Introduces students to, and builds their skills in, the reading of texts in the Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible. 
The focus will be on learning to make use of the Masoretic apparatus of vowel signs and cantillation to 
read with precision; familiarization with the distinctive features of biblical Hebrew morphology and 
syntax; making use of a biblical Hebrew lexicon and concordance; and developing strategies for 
understanding the literal meaning of biblical Hebrew texts. 

Instructor: Harvey Bock | Wednesdays 2:00-3:30 pm 

LIFECYCLE SEMINAR FOR CLERGY 

This course will train students to officiate at certain Jewish lifecycle events: covenantal ceremonies for 
newborns, weddings, and conversions. In this course, we will study classical and contemporary forms of 
these rituals and focus on identifying our decision points and processes for shaping these rituals. We 
will also devote time to developing the capacity to shepherd and counsel people through the rituals. 

Instructor: Daniel Klein | Fridays 10:45-12:15 pm  
Prerequisite: with permission of the instructor 
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INTRODUCTION TO PASTORAL CARE AND COUNSELING 

This course is an introduction to the theory and practice of pastoral care and counseling through the 
life cycle with particular focus on times of grief and loss and on mental health issues. Students will 
explore the role of rabbi as “spiritual health practitioner,” integrating knowledge of psychology, 
spirituality, and Jewish tradition and practice to offer comfort and support, and inspire healing and 
growth, in individuals and communities. Topics covered include the dynamics of healing relationships; 
boundaries and confidentiality; transference and counter-transference; active listening; psychological 
and spiritual dimensions of loss and grief, suffering and resilience; and prayer and Jewish practice as a 
pastoral resource. Students will write reflective papers, as well as participate in experiential exercises 
and roleplaying in class.  

Instructor: Margot Meitner | Fridays 9:30-11:15 am 
Prerequisite: with permission of the instructor 

INTRODUCTION TO MISHNA AND JEWISH PRACTICE SEMINAR 

This course is an intensive introduction to the form and content of the Mishnah, the first code of 
rabbinic law. Students will gain familiarity with classical rabbinic syntax, key concepts, and frequent 
forms of rabbinic teachings, building a foundation for further study of rabbinic literature. In addition, 
this course will help students to cultivate a relationship to the Mishna as a guide to grounding, 
innovating and evolving Jewish practice today. 

Instructor: Jordan Schuster | Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:30 pm-4 pm 
Prerequisite: Hebrew 4 

 

CANTORIAL COURSES 

HISTORY OF JEWISH MUSIC 1 (ON CAMPUS) 

This course provides a close look at the music of the Jewish people. Study involves modal and phrase 
analysis (and, where relevant, harmonic analysis) of traditional materials; historical analysis through 
close reading of primary sources; and functional analysis of attitudes and uses of Jewish music. Topics 
to be covered include analysis of how music is used by Jews, music in ancient Israel, traditional 
liturgical chant, rabbinical attitudes towards music, secular and paraliturgical folksongs and wedding 
music, and the beginnings of Jewish polyphony in the Italian Renaissance. 

Instructor: Samuel Zerin | Tuesdays, 4:15-6:15 pm 

MUSIC OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE  

This online course investigates the role that music has played in Jewish life from ancient to modern 
times. Topics include music in the time of the Bible, rabbinic attitudes toward music, music and 
mysticism, the development of the modes for prayer and scriptural cantillation, church and synagogue 
music compared, music of the holidays and the life cycle, folk and popular music in the Diaspora, the 
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development of art music in the modern era, and music in modern Israel. Prior knowledge of music is 
not required. 

Instructor: Judith Pinnolis | Online    

    

GRADUATE JEWISH EDUCATION COURSES 

MODELS OF TEACHING     

In this course, students will analyze a wide repertoire of teaching models in Jewish education, 
influenced by content, students and institutional contexts, which represent techniques, philosophical 
approaches and values of teachers. The course will examine rationales for choosing or adapting 
different models and students will practice alternative approaches. Features of lesson planning and 
how to structure lessons and courses for Jewish educational settings will also be considered. In 
addition, students will reflect on their own teaching experiences and collaboratively assess alternative 
ways to address the range of educational issues that they encounter. 

Instructor: Susie Rodenstein | Online     

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT    

The course is focused on understanding the processes of human cognitive development by drawing from 
both classical prominent scholars in educational psychology and up-to-date scientific findings from 
neuroscience and cognitive and educational psychology. The learning process is discussed from the 
perspective of the ever-developing brain. Students will acquire knowledge and tools to meaningfully 
evaluate traditional, common and science-based learning strategies. The goal is to be able to 
understand the tension between effective cognitive processing and psychological factors that prevent 
most of us to choose them, and think of ways to overcome the barriers. Specifically, the course 
introduces highly-effective research-based learning strategies. And focuses on the following questions: 
why are they effective? Why they are NOT so commonly used? What educational myths are related to 
them? And last, what is the important role of the teacher in advancing and fostering effective learning 
among their students? Moreover, the implications for teachers’ own processes of development as 
learners and human beings will be highlighted. Students will have the opportunity to ask questions 
about their own practice as instructors, guides or learners, and find ways to look for answers by 
designing small-scale behavioral research. 

Instructor: Efrat Furst | Online      

ENCOUNTERING NEURODIVERSITY    

This course explores the field of Jewish special education through the lens of neurodiversity. By 
understanding both the strengths and challenges of learners with special needs, educators can more 
effectively and appropriately design Jewish educational experiences that meet various learners’ unique 
needs. The course will address both the neurobiological underpinnings of disabilities ranging from 
learning challenges to psychological disorders and pervasive developmental disorders, as well as 
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particular Jewish communal responses to address them. Over the course of the semester students will 
deepen their understanding of the field of Jewish special education through reflection, research, and 
the application of neurodiversity to the design of nurturing and inclusive learning environments. 

Instructor: Rachel Figurasmith | Online 

TEACHING ISRAEL IN OUR COMMUNITIES   

Through exposure to core historical knowledge, as well as engagement with elements of contemporary 
Israeli society, this course will help students create for themselves approaches to teaching Israel to 
their own students. We will explore modes of engagement with Israel’s centrality in the Jewish 
narrative. Emphasis will be on creating authentic connections for ourselves and for our communities. 
(This course fulfills a pedagogic application requirement.) 

Instructors: Marion Gribetz & Susie Rodenstein | Online 

 

JEWISH STUDIES 

MAIMONIDES, SPINOZA & MENDELSSOHN   

The greatest Jewish thinkers, like the great thinkers of other religious traditions, distinguished 
themselves by their ability to reexamine and reinterpret received ideas and texts in profound and far-
reaching ways. For medieval and modern Jews, this feature of religious life was a means of rendering 
ancient traditions meaningful to societies and cultural contexts far removed from their biblical and 
rabbinic origins. All three of these philosophers were deeply influenced by the intellectual traditions 
prevailing in their own countries as they developed approaches to Judaism and Jewish life consistent 
with these contexts. Through careful reading of selections from Maimonides’ “Guide of the Perplexed”, 
Spinoza’s “Theologico-Political Treatise” and Mendelssohn’s “Jerusalem,” this course will examine the 
ways in which these outstanding Jews read and interpreted classical Jewish texts. 

Instructor: Eddy Breuer | Online 

TEXT & CONTEXT: BIBLICAL & RABBINIC PERIODS  

In this course, we will encounter the Tanakh and Rabbinic literature and the cultures and civilizations 
in which they developed. We will read substantial portions of original texts (in translation) along with 
key secondary sources to provide students with a framework through which they can gain 
understanding of the key issues and concepts that underlie these texts and their history. We will also 
be attentive to the variety of ways that the Bible and Rabbinic literature are read and interpreted. 
There are no prerequisites for this class; it will be taught as an introductory course for graduate 
students and as an introduction to graduate work in Jewish Studies. 

Instructor: Barry Mesch | Online 
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PROZDOR (High School)  
 

Prozdor is one of Hebrew College’s many community learning programs for all ages and stages of 
Jewish learning and enrichment. Prozdor offers a variety of opportunities that encourage teens to 
incorporate Jewish learning into their busy lives, including Sunday morning learning, service learning, 
international travel, teen philanthropy, and more. Hebrew College, a Boston-area institution of Jewish 
learning and leadership, also offers graduate programs in rabbinical, cantorial, education, and Jewish 
studies, all within a pluralistic environment of open inquiry, depth, creativity, and compassion. 

Prozdor is a center for Jewish teen learning and engagement, bringing together high school students 
from diverse communities throughout Greater Boston and beyond to learn and connect within a 
pluralistic environment of open inquiry, depth, creativity, and compassion. Prozdor’s classrooms are 
filled with passionate teachers and committed and energized students, and our courses, taught by 
musicians, artists, dancers, scientists, lawyers, doctors, historians, writers, journalists, social activists, 
and current and future rabbis, offer students an unparalleled breadth and depth of academic choice.  

STUDENT CHOICE 

Every semester we offer a distinct catalogue of engaging and thought-provoking courses so students can 
pursue their interests and hone their passions as they navigate the landscape of Jewish learning.  

UNIQUE ACADEMICS  

Hebrew College embraces its responsibility for promoting Jewish education for all ages and stages of 
learners within a pluralistic environment of open inquiry, depth, creativity, and compassion. Our 
teachers are respectful of all traditions and committed to lifelong learning. They are caring, thoughtful 
and talented educators who guide and support our students through their Jewish learning journeys.  

BATIM 

At Prozdor, every student (whether attending for two hours or four) is required to attend Bayit, a 
warm, consistent, community-oriented time for teens to form and deepen friendships, explore big 
questions, discuss current events, reflect on their learning, engage in group challenges, and of course, 
have a little fun. Students are assigned to a Bayit group when they enter Prozdor and stay with the 
same group throughout the year. Each Bayit has a dedicated meeting space and is facilitated by an 
experienced educator. Batim meet after snack and before third period each week in their dedicated 
space. 

 

For more information visit: hebrewcollege.edu/prozdor 
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MAKOR (Middle School)  
 

Makor (“Source” in Hebrew), Hebrew College’s 6th & 7th grade program, offers an innovative and 
collaborative approach to Jewish middle-school education. The Makor curriculum comes alive through 
compelling learning and programs that address the diverse interests and needs of our students. 

The program draws students from across the Greater Boston area from all denominations and 
affiliations including our synagogue partners — Temple Emanuel and Temple Reyim. 

Makor is one of Hebrew College’s many community learning programs for all ages and stages of Jewish 
learning and enrichment. Hebrew College, a Boston-area institution of Jewish learning and leadership, 
also offers graduate programs in rabbinical, cantorial, education, and Jewish studies, all within a 
pluralistic environment of open inquiry, depth, creativity, and compassion. 

HEBREW AND ELECTIVES (PERIODS 1 AND 2, 9:30-11:00) 

For some students, immersive Hebrew language begins the Makor day, and for others it’s a glimpse  
into Jewish history, leadership or ethics. During the first half of the day there will be three sections  
of double-period Hebrew offered and three electives (including one Hebrew infused elective).  
All Temple Emanuel students are required to take Hebrew, either (1) Double-period Hebrew or  
(1) Hebrew infused elective. 

NOSH & SCHMOOZE 11:00-11:15 

This is an opportunity for our students to unwind and relax with old and new friends. Our educators  
will be present to continue building relationships with our learners, and will help facilitate social 
interaction. Light snacks will be provided. Reminder: Makor is a cell phone free zone. 

ROADMAP COURSES (PERIODS 3 AND 4, 11:15-12:40) 

We strongly believe that Makor students should have a well-rounded Jewish education. To meet this 
goal, students follow a “Roadmap” during their Makor years. Roadmap courses allow students to choose 
from a variety of courses in Jewish history, Jewish texts, Jewish arts and culture, and modern Jewish 
living over the course of their Sunday mornings on campus. 

 

For more information visit: hebrewcollege.edu/makor 
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JTFGB  
(Jewish Teen Foundation of Greater Boston) 

 

The Jewish Teen Foundation of Greater Boston (JTFGB) just finished its fourth year and is proud to be a 
part of the Foundation Board Incubator, which is a project of the Jewish Teen Funders Network, 
generously funded by Laura Lauder and the Maimonides Fund. JTFGB is a year-long program for Jewish 
high school students with all different denominational backgrounds from across the greater Boston 
area. Together, they develop strong leadership and communication skills, learn the ins and outs of 
professional philanthropy and grant-making through a Jewish lens, and allocate grants to effect real 
change in the causes they care about most. 

One academic year commitment. Please contact Leah Goldstein with any questions or to register for 
the 2019-2020 academic year.  

 

CONTACT 

Leah Goldstein | lgoldstein@hebrewcollege.edu | (617) 559-8803 | hebrewcollege.edu/jtfgb 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
JEWISH EDUCATION FOR EDUCATORS, LEADERS, LAY-LEADERS AND CLERGY 

Hebrew College provides a wide array of professional development for professionals  
(educators, leaders and clergy) and lay-leaders who work in the field of Jewish Education.  

 

CONTACT INFO & REGISTRATION 

Rachel Raz at rraz@hebrewcollege.edu or Linna Ettinger at lettinger@hebrewcollege.edu 

 

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR 

September 24, December 2, 2019; January 6, February 10, and March 2, 2020 
11 am to 1 pm (Bring your lunch)  
Hebrew College 
Led by Rachel Raz 
Fee: $100 per institution  

Designed for directors, aspiring directors, lay leaders, board members and clergy, the Leadership 
Seminar will help participants develop a vision for their home institutions and examine ways to work 
with their boards to implement marketing and communication, to leverage available resources, and to 
facilitate other activities critical to the success and flourishing of an organization. 

We recommend that participants in the Leadership seminar attend the Annual Jewish Education 
Conference taking place on November 11 and 12. 

 

ANNUAL JEWISH EDUCATION CONFERENCE: BLOSSOMING/PRICHAH הח׳רפ  

November 11, 2019-8:30 am to 3:00 pm | November 12, 2019-8:30 am to 4:00 pm  
Hebrew College 
Conference Chair: Rachel Raz  
Conference Coordinator: Linna Ettinger 
Fee: $125 per day 

Designed for educators, professionals, clergy and lay-leaders (from novice to veteran) working with 
students and families of all ages in any Jewish setting, this conference will focus on the blossoming of 
educators, professionals, students, families, organizations and the Jewish family. Attendees will 
examine questions such as: 
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Þ What does it mean to blossom as educators working in Jewish organizations? 

Þ What are the recipes that will lead to blossoming? 

Þ How can educators inspire students to blossom to their full potential as humans and as Jews? 

Þ How can educators be nourished in order to blossom into inspiring and knowledgeable models for 
students? 

Þ How can Jewish organizations flourish? 

Þ How will all of it impact the Jewish family and the world? 

Tuesday’s Keynote Speaker will be Rabbi Avraham Infeld, passionate Jewish educator, thinker, leader, 
and author of A Passion for a People. 

For a full list of sessions and presenters and registration, visit hebrewcollege.edu/2019edconference. 

 

ISRAEL EDUCATION COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE  

October 31, 2019; January 9, March 19, and May 5, 2020 
Various times and locations 
Facilitation and Coordination: Rachel Raz and Linna Ettinger 

The Israel Education Community of Practice is comprised of professionals and educators who are 
working in the field of Israel Education for all ages. Israel CoP members are invited to share Israel 
Education practices and resources with each other. The Israel Ed CoP will meet four times over the 
course of this coming year at the following locations: 

§ October 31, 2019: Gann Academy (Waltham) 

§ January 9, 2020 : The Rashi School (Dedham) 

§ March 19, 2020: Israeli American Council (IAC) Newton 

§ May 5, 2020: Temple Emunah (Lexington) 

During each meeting, the host institution will share its Israel Education vision and strategies,  
and a different member of the Israel Ed CoP will lead a teaching about Israel. 

To become a part of the Israel Education Community of Practice, please contact Linna Ettinger 
lettinger@hebrewcollege.edu. 
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BEST PRACTICES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION (ECE) 

October 29, 2019; February 6, March 4, April 30, 2020 
Various times and locations 
Led by Rachel Raz 
Fee: $120 per person 

For directors and leaders, Best Practices in ECE will consist of educational visits to preschools. 

§ October 29, 2019: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm — Western Massachusetts (Hampshire College Early 
Learning Center, Eric Carl Museum, Yiddish Book Center), hosted by Ronit BenShir 

§ February 6, 2020: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm — Temple Beth Avodah, Newton, hosted by Heidi Baker 

§ March 4, 2020: 12:00 pm to 2:30 pm — Temple Emanuel, Newton, hosted by Andrea Shapiro 

§ March 8, 2020: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm — Purim Family Celebration at Temple Emanuel, organized 
by Andrea Shapiro 

§ April 30, 2020: 10:30 am to 12:30 pm — Solomon Schechter Day School, Lower School, Newton, 
hosted by Ellen Agulnick 

To participate in Best Practices in ECE, contact Rachel Raz at rraz@hebrewcollege.edu. All participants 
will receive a Certificate of Professional Development. 

 

BOSTON-HAIFA EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS’ CONNECTION-LEARNING & 
CELEBRATING TOGETHER דחיב םיגגוחו םידמול  

September 23, December 3, 2019; January 27, March 30, May 18, 2020 
12:00 to 2:00 pm, Hebrew College 
Sponsored by CJP Boston-Haifa Connection. 

The Boston Haifa Early Childhood Educators Connection strives to build meaningful and long-lasting 
bridges between educators, students and their families in Haifa and the Greater Boston area.  

For the 2019-2020 year, the Boston-Haifa Early Childhood Educators’ Connection professional 
development is called, “Learning & Celebrating Together.” Meetings will take place at Hebrew College 
at 12:00 EST; Israelis will be joining via ZOOM from 19:30 to 20:30 Israeli time. Topics will include: 

§ September 23, 2019. Happy New Year, New school year, New Jewish year, welcoming new 
participants to our Connection. 

§ December 3, 2019. Thanksgiving and the Holiday of Holidays — גחו הידוהה גח םיגחה .  
How do these holidays bring us together?  

§ January 27, 2020. We Share One Planet — How to enjoy it and take care of it.  
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§ March 30, 2020. My Story and Our Story.  

§ May 18, 2020. Highlights from this year, sharing our work and our growth.  

Ongoing throughout the year: group collaboration to develop a book that shows the cycle of the year, 
featuring photos from Haifa and the Boston area. The book will help our children learn about 
different customs and provide a way for children to see how other Jewish children celebrate, and 
hence better understand the concept of One Big Family, Klal Israel. 

To participate in the Boston-Haifa Early Childhood Educators’ Connection — Learning & Celebrating 
Together professional development meetings, contact Rachel Raz, rraz@hebrewcollege.edu. For more 
information about the Boston Haifa Early Childhood Educators’ Connection, visit the website. 

 

REGGIO, ISRAELI, AND JEWISH EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHIES FOR OUR TIME 

March 25, 2019-3:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Hebrew College 
Instructor: Rachel Raz 
Fee: $18 per person 

In this session, participants will learn about the What and the Why of each philosophy. Aspects of each 
philosophy that are crucial and relevant for our time will be highlighted. This professional development 
seminar is open to early childhood educators from Jewish and non-Jewish schools. All participants will 
receive a Certificate of Professional Development. 

 

ISRAEL IN ECE LAB 

November 21, 2019; January 13, March 16, May 14, 2020 
1:00 to 3:00 pm, Hebrew College 

This group will work together to develop resources that can enrich Israel education in the early 
childhood classroom, including games, books, and other materials. To take part in this group, contact 
Rachel Raz at rraz@hebrewcollege.edu. 
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HEBREW COLLEGE OFFERS JEWISH 
LEARNING FOR EVERY AGE AND STAGE 
 

Our community programs for teens and adults include: 

MAKOR (middle school) 

PROZDOR (high school) 

JEWISH TEEN FOUNDATION OF GREATER BOSTON (high school) 

YOUNG ADULT LEARNING: OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING AND ESER (20s and 30s) 

PARENTING THROUGH A JEWISH LENS (For parents of young children, tweens, teens, and 
grandparents) 

OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING (Discussion-based learning) 

ME’AH CLASSIC (100 hours of Jewish learning at the college level) 

ME’AH SELECT (Semester-long learning at the college level) 

RABBINICAL, CANTORIAL, AND GRADUATE EDUCATION COURSES (Select courses are open 
to the community on a non-credit basis) 

HEBREW LANGUAGE ULPAN (Intensive Hebrew language courses) 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (Hebrew College Fall 2019 Educator Conference and more)  

 

Hebrew college is a Boston-area institution of Jewish learning and leadership that 
offers graduate programs in rabbinical, cantorial, education, and Jewish studies, 
and community learning programs for all ages and stages within a pluralistic 
environment of open inquiry, depth, creativity, and compassion.  


