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Shoolman Graduate School of Jewish Education 
CG-EDUC-826-P1:   

The Jewish Day School:  
Historical and Sociological Perspectives 

Andrea Kasper 
Spring 2019 

 Feb 4 - May 17, 2019 
 
 
Contact Information: 
Phone: 443-813-8979 
Email: akasper@ssds-hartford.org 
Office hours: By appointment on the phone 
 
Course Description: 
This seminar will explore Jewish day school education in North America and give students a platform 
within which to help rethink Jewish Day School education. We will begin by examining the historic 
and sociocultural conditions that led to the development of Jewish day schools, asking: Why do day 
schools look the way they do?; who do they serve?; what can they look like?; and who might they 
serve? We will delve into the literature on Jewish day school education around key areas of inquiry 
including: vision, pluralism, and schools as systems. Students will become familiar with emerging 
trends and problematics in the field and identify an area of interest which they would like to rethink 
and eventually impact. Students will develop skills for thinking critically about school culture and 
consider the role of teacher-leaders as agents of school change.  
 
While the course does not officially begin until February 4 we will have a virtual meeting on 
January 22 to get to know each other and to have an initial discussion on your school’s website. 
 
 
Learning Objectives: 
Core Competencies 
1.10 To be familiar with the history of Jewish Education in the United States in the 20th/21st century 
1.15 Understand the organization of Jewish education in the United States and the changes it is 
undergoing 
2.1 Utilize inquiry based learning 
2.2 Demonstrate independent learning 
2.6 Develop a personal inquiry and engage in small-scale research; goal creation and proposal writing 
3.2 Develop presentation and reporting skills 
3.3 Develop academic style writing and referencing 
3.6 Become proficient in reading educational sources and data 
3.7 Be able to give and receive feedback and constructive critique 
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Required Texts: 
All readings will be posted in Schoology. Additionally, we will be reading excerpts from four books, all 
of which will be available in their entirety in the Pardes Library. Assigned chapters can be found on 
Schoology. 
 
Pekarsky, Daniel (2006) Vision at Work: The Theory and Practice of Beit Rabban. Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America. 
 
Sarason, Seymour, B. (1996) Revisiting the Culture of the School and the Problem of Change.  
Teachers College Press.  
 
Alex Pomson and Randal F. Schnoor  (2008) Back to School: Jewish Day School in the Lives of Adult 
Jews. Wayne State University Press. (Available as an ebook through Hebrew College.) 
 
Kincheloe, Joe (2003) Teacher as Researcher: Qualitative Inquiry as a Path to Power. Routledge. 
(Available as an ebook through Hebrew College.) 
 
 
Optional Texts: 
Miller, H; Grant, L; Pomson, A (ed.) (2011) International Handbook of Jewish Education, Springer. 
(We will be reading many chapters from this edited volume, all of which are in Schoology.) 
 
Eisen, Arnold & Cohen, Steven M. (2000). The Jew Within: Self, Family, and Community in 
America, Indiana University Press. 
 
Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot (2003). The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can 
Learn from Each Other, Random House.  
 
Assessment: 
Weekly Posts on Reading: Each week please prepare a 1-2 page written précis of that week’s 
readings to post online. Your précis should include a short summary of the reading that shows your 
understanding of the main idea/s of the text. The bulk of your writing should provide an analysis of 
the reading and questions the readings raised for you.  
Typically written work should be posted by 8 am EST Monday morning (there are some exceptions 
depending on chagim, oddities of the HC calendar, etc. so please check each week on the syllabus on 
the Schoology calendar).  Some things to include in your posts: 

 A brief summary of the readings and definitions of any key concepts 
 An evaluation of the author’s argument, underlying assumptions, and the supporting evidence 
 Observations about method and study design 
 Questions the readings raise for you 

 
Please read what your classmates have shared and post a response (typically responses are due by 8 
am EST Wednesday morning, but again check the syllabus and calendar as there are some 
exceptions). 
 
Media analysis: Look at the website of your assigned day school. What do the text and images 
communicate about the school and its values?  
Take time to fully explore your school’s website. Look at “About Us” page, photos, curriculum, PR for 
school, etc. 
Prepare a 1-2 pg document that addresses the questions below. Be prepared to discuss this 
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during on video-chat class on 1/22. 
 

 When was school founded?  
 Why was it founded? What need was the school created to address? 
 Who is it for? Who is imagined as the typical learner? 
 What is the mission of the school? How do you know? 
 What are the school values and are they reflected throughout the website? 
 What attracts you to the school language, visual, structure, etc? 
 What should the ideal graduate be like? 
 What questions linger for you after viewing the site? 

  1-2 pg total. Due Jan 22th  at 10:00am ET. 
 
 
Midterm: Think carefully about why you have chosen this career path and what impact you would 
like to have, then choose one “problematic”/ “hot topic” in Jewish day school education today where 
you would like to make that impact. View Simon Sinek’s How Great Leaders Inspire Action  to help 
you articulate your purpose and vision. Read two articles or studies on this topic and write a short 
(approx. 2 page) précis, Due Feb 17th, to be discussed in Boston. Your midterm should include a 
short summary of the reading, but the bulk of your writing should provide an analysis of the reading 
and questions the readings raised for you as well as a clearly articulated problem you want to tackle. A 
good place to look for articles is the Journal of Jewish Education. The International Handbook of 
Jewish Education is also very useful. There is a copy of this book in the introductory folder for this 
course. For a look at current trends and conversations in Jewish Day Schools please look at Hayidion 
as well and consider looking at the JEDLAB group on facebook. Think about selecting a topic that you 
believe will possibly sustain your interest through the end of the course, as most students choose to 
build on their midterm during the field work assignment and use the research they did towards their 
final paper. Refer to the 20 Mile March by Jim Collins – What is your 20 Mile March in Jewish 
Education? 
(Please note that the deadline, Feb 17th, may be a travel day for many of you. Please plan your time 
well. Most students prefer to send this assignment in early.) 
 
Suggested areas of inquiry: Spirituality, Tefillah, Curricular Integration, Israel, Experiential 
Education, Special Needs, Technology, Moral Education, School Leadership and Governance, 
Affordability, School Change, Teacher Retention, Standards and Benchmarks, long term financial 
sustainability, marketing, excellence in secular education, alternative educational models, Rabbinics, 
parent relationships, pedagogy,  
 
Fieldwork Assignments: These short assignments will build towards your final paper. Most 
students continue investigating the topic they chose for their midterm assignment. We will discuss 
this in depth when we are in residence at Hebrew College. 
 
1. Summaries of three interviews with: day school teacher, day school parent, day school student in 
your assigned school. Each interview should run approx ½ hour and should focus on the topic you 
will be writing about for your final paper. Due April 17th. 
 
2. Fieldnotes: At least three journal entries (one page each) about your school that address the culture 
of the school as relates to course readings or your selected topic. To be written during your period in 
the field. Due April 17th. 
 
Final Paper: A short paper approx. 5 pgs developing your “hot topic” issue as further understood 
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through your field work, interviews, observations, and reading. After developing your thinking about 
the issue and how it lives in your school, please apply your thinking and develop a plan for your 
hypothetical first 3 months of school. Begin with articulating a vision/goal. How will you address this 
issue on the ground? How would you like to change/enhance/shift current observed practice to your 
vision. What challenges do you anticipate? What constituencies do you need to get on board? This 
paper should integrate the data you collected (media analysis, interview notes, fieldnotes) and include 
citations from at least 2 pieces of scholarly writing (for example, from your midterm research or 
course readings).   
Due May 17th. 
 
Participation in weekly online discussions, videochats, and in person meetings: 40% 
Midterm: 15% 
Smaller Fieldwork Assignments (Media Analysis, Interview notes, Fieldnotes) 15% 
Final Paper: 30% 
 
Late Assignments: Please be aware that I will deduct points from late assignments (typically 1/3 of a 
grade, eg from A- to B+), unless an extension was arranged with me prior to the due date. 
 
Academic Writing Conventions: All assignments should adhere to conventions of academic writing. 
Please use 12pt font (Times New Roman, Garamond, etc), double-space with one-inch margins, write 
in paragraph form, use citations when appropriate (generally in education we use APA, but any style 
is fine as long as used correctly), etc. 
 
Précis: The purpose of these assignments is to: 

1. Encourage careful, timely reading of all assigned text 
2. Demonstrate that you understand the “pshat” of the text (eg what the author is arguing) 
3. Offer an analysis of the authors argument, point out weaknesses, ask questions etc 

 
Course Accommodations for Disabilities: 
Hebrew College is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in programs.  Accordingly, if a student has 
a documented disability, and as a result, needs a reasonable accommodation to attend, participate or complete course 
requirements, then he or she should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  For further information, see 
the Student Handbook at http://hebrewcollege.edu/sites/default/files/student_handbook.pdf.   
 
If you require course accommodations because of a documented disability or an emergency medical condition, please 
email your instructor as soon as possible.  We are happy to work with you on any issues you have to ensure that you can 
participate fully in the class and complete the course requirements. Please do not wait until the assignments are due for a 
retroactive accommodation, but discuss the situation with your instructor before you experience difficulty.    
 
 
Course Structure (Dates, Topics, Readings and Assignments): 
 
Week 1: Jan 20: Introduction to Course and What are Jewish Day Schools For? 
Historical and Sociological Perspectives, Part 1: – Post-War American Jewry  
Hevrutah Blog Post due: Tues. 1/22 at 8am ET. Hevrutah responses to your peers due 
Thurs. 1/24 at 8 am ET. 
Readings this week: 
Bethamie Horowitz (2008) New Frontiers: “Milieu” and the Sociology of American 
Jewish Education, Journal of Jewish Education, 74:s1, 68-81. 
 
Founding documents: Akiba Hebrew Academy, Philadelphia (1946) and The Herzl School, LA (1972). 
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Jason Bedrick (2012) “‘And You Shall Teach Them Diligently’ The History and Status of Jewish Day 
Schools in Massachusetts.” A Pioneer Institute White Paper, No. 94.  
 
Alvin I. Schiff (1982) From Sunday School to Day School, Journal of Jewish Education, 50:2, 6-13. 
 
Suggested Additional Reading: Gil Graff, “And You Shall Teach Them Diligently”: A Concise History 
of Jewish Education in the United States 1776–2000 (New York: The Jewish Theological Seminary, 
2008). 
 
Eckstein and Botticini (2014). The Chosen Few: How Education Shaped Jewish History, 70-1942. 
Princeton University Press. 
 
Some focusing questions: 
What is the value of taking milieu into account when thinking about Jewish education in N America? 
Looking at the founding documents of these different day schools: What was were the major pts each 
Head of School offers for supporting a Jewish High School venture? How might these arguments be 
shaped by the milieu in which they are writing? 
 
 
Week 2: January 27 - What are Jewish Day Schools For? Historical and Sociological 
Perspectives, Part 2:  NJPS to PEW 
Hevrutah Blog Post due Tuesday 1/29. Hevrutah responses to your peers due Thurs. 
1/31 at 8 am ET. 
 
 
Readings this week: 
PEW: A Portrait of Jewish Americans  
 
Jewish Identities in Action: An Exploration of Models, Metaphors, and Methods. Stuart Charmé, 
Bethamie Horowitz, Tali Hyman & Jeffrey S. Kress Journal: Journal of Jewish Education, Volume 74, 
Issue 2, July 2008, pages 115-143.  
 
Suggested additional reading:  
Eisen, Arnold & Cohen, Steven M. (2000). The Jew Within: Self, Family, and Community in 
America. 
 
Jack Wertheimer (2011), American-Jewish Education in an Age of Choice and Pluralism in Int. 
Handbook Jewish Education. p. 1087.  
 
Woocher’s Introduction to Reimer’s (1997) Succeeding in Jewish Education.  
 
Some Focusing Questions: 
What was the mission of JDS’s at their inception? 
What educational models did JDS’s adopt? 
What are your thoughts about those models? Did those models help them achieve their goals? 
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Week 3: February 3 – Mission and Vision of Jewish Day Schools in N America 
Hevrutah Blog Post due Tuesday 2/5. Hevrutah responses to your peers due Thurs. 2/7 
at 8 am ET. 
 
Readings this week: 
Daniel Pekarsky, Vision at Work: The Theory and Practice of Beit Rabban (New York: Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, 2006) – Intro and Letters 1, 2, 3 
 
Ravsak HaYidion, Mission and Vision, Autumn 2014  
 
Aligning Action and Values 
http://www.jimcollins.com/article_topics/articles/aligning-action.html#articletop 
 
Suggested Additional Readings:  
Daniel Pekarsky, Vision at Work: The Theory and Practice of Beit Rabban Rest of Book. 
 
Some focusing questions: 
Does a good school necessarily need a guiding vision? Why/Why not? What are the purposes of 
missions, visions and core values? 
Which article in HaYidion did you find the most compelling? The most problematic? 
How do evaluate aligning action and values? 
 
 
Week 4: February 10 - Day Schools: Systems within Systems 
Hevrutah Blog Post due Tuesday 2/12. Hevrutah responses to your peers due Thurs. 
2/14 at 8 am ET. 
 
Readings this week: 
Sarason, Seymour, B. (1996) Revisiting the Culture of the School and the Problem of Change. 
Teachers College Press.  (Chpt: 2 and 6). 
 
Devra Lehman (2008) Calling Integration into Question: A Discourse Analysis of English and 
Humash Classes at a Modern Orthodox Yeshiva High School. Journal of Jewish Education, 74:295–
316. 
 
Adam Gamoran (2008) Reforming the Loosely Coupled System: Implications for Jewish Schools, 
Journal of Jewish Education, 74:s1, 52-67. 
 
Shani Bechhofer (2004) Change in Jewish Day Schools: Organizational Capacity and Barriers, 
Journal of Jewish Education, 70:3, 74-87. 
 
20 mile March 
http://www.jimcollins.com/media_topics/media.html#*20milemarch 
 
 
Suggested Additional Reading:  
Whole Book: Sarason, Seymour, B. (1996) Revisting the Culture of the School and the Problem of 
Change. Teachers College Press. 
 



7 

Some focusing questions: 
What are some features of American education and society that shape the way Jewish day schools 
look? 
What are some features of the American Jewish community that shape the way Jewish day schools 
look? 
How have these features benefited or detracted from Jewish Day School education? 
 
 
Week 5: February 17 – Midterms are Due 2/21 
No Blog Posts 
 
 
 
Week 6 – February 24 – Teacher as Ethnographer – In Residence at Hebrew College 
No blog post due this week, in person conversations.  
 
Readings this week 
Frances Rust and Christopher Clark. How to do Action Research in Your Classroom. Teachers 
Network Leadership Institute.  
 
Kincheloe, Joe (2003) Teacher as Researcher: Qualitative Inquiry as a Path to Power (Intro). 
 
 
Week  7, 8, 9: March 3-24 – Teacher as Ethnographer, Part 2.  
Reflections on Student Teaching Experience blog posts due Mondays 3/6, 3/13, 3/20 at 8am ET. 
Responses to your peers due Weds. 3/7, 3/14, 3/21 at 8am ET.  
Field notes and Interview notes due today. 
Some focusing questions: 
I used to think (about Jewish day schools)… now I think (about Jewish day schools). 
I used to think (about teaching)… now I think (about teaching). 
 
 
Week 10: March 31: Daring Classrooms, speaking with students and parents 
Hevrutah Blog Post due Tuesday 4/2. Hevrutah responses to your peers due Thurs. 4/4 
at 8 am ET. 
 
Video: 
Daring Classrooms 
 
Some focusing Questions: 
How are vulnerability and learning connected? 
How can shame play-out in a classroom? 
How can you create a shame resistant classroom? 
How does this work apply to conversations with parents? 
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Week 11: April 7: Parents 
Hevrutah  Blog Post due Tuesday 4/9 at 8 am ET. Hevrutah responses to peers due 
Thurs 4/11 at 8am ET 
 
Readings this week: 
Renee Rubin Ross (2012) Forms and Patterns of Parent Participation at a Jewish and Catholic School, 
Journal of Jewish Education, 78:1, 5-33.  
 
Millennial Parents 
 
Additional Suggested Reading:  
Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot (2003). The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can 
Learn from Each Other, Random House.  
 
Some focusing questions: 
What do JDS need to consider when conversing, marketing, and communicating with Millennial 
parent? 
How might Millennial parents impact JDS culture, structure, and missions? 
 
 
Week 12 – April 14: A: Israel Education and/or (or other topic based on class interest) 
Hevrutah  Blog Post due Tuesday 4/16 at 8 am ET. Hevrutah responses to peers due 
Thurs 4/18 at 8am ET 
 
Israel Education in Practice 
file:///Users/akasper/Google%20Drive/Andrea/Hebew%20College/Spring%202018%20course/ISra
el%20ed/Israel%20Education%20in%20Practice%203-13.pdf 
 
Integrating Israel Education in Jewish Day Schools 
http://avichai.org/knowledge_base/integrating-israel-education-in-jewish-day-schools/ 
 
Israel Curriculum in North American Jewish Day Schools 
http://www.theicenter.org/sites/default/files/knowledge_base/melton_report_to_schust_jjf-1.pdf 
 
http://ejewishphilanthropy.com/helping-our-students-hear-the-voices-of-the-people-with-whom-we-
are-destined-to-share-the-land/#more-111533 
 
Some focusing questions: 
How do you reflect on your own Israel education experience? 
What do you see is the role of Israel education in JDS? 
 
 
Week 13: April 28: Curricular Integration and/or Diversity, Multiculturalism, and 
Pluralism 
Hevrutah Blog Post due Tuesday 4/30 at 8 am ET. Hevrutah responses to peers due 
Wednesday 5/2 at 8am ET 
Journal entries and Field Notes are due 4/17. 
Hag Sameach 
 
Kress, Jeff. (2010). “The Other Side of Integration.” Journal of Jewish Education.  76:2, 164-188. 
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Shargel, Rebecca (2012).  “Genesis Encounters Darwin: A Case Study of Educators’ Understandings 

of Curricular Integration in a Jewish High School” Journal of Jewish Education, 78:34–57, 2012 
Readings this week: 
RAVSAK Hayidion articles issue “Diversity” Fall, 2007, and “Pluralism” Fall, 2009.  
 
Hineni, Film. Running time is 60 minutes. Can be viewed on the Keshet website: 
http://www.keshetonline.org/resources/hineini/watch-hineini-coming-out-in-a-jewish-high-school/ 
 
 
Suggested Additional Readings:  
2009 Rahel Wasserfall, Susan Shevitz, “The language of Pluralism in a Jewish Day School,” Mandel 
Center for Studies in Jewish Education, Brandeis University.  
 
Bryan Conyer (2011) Pluralism in Jewish Education in Int. Handbook Jewish Education, p. 267.  
 
Alex Pomson (2011) Day Schools in the Liberal Sector: Challenges and Opportunities at the 
Intersection of Two Traditions of Jewish Schooling in Int. Handbook Jewish Education p. 713.  
 
 
Some focusing questions: 
How do you define curricular integration? 
Which identities/stances get labeled as related to “diversity” and which get labeled “pluralism”?  
Which identities/stances got more attention in these readings, which got less attention or were 
absent? 
 
 
Week 14: May 5: Focusing on final papers.  
No additional readings this week. 
Please schedule a one-on-one meeting to discuss your final paper. 
 
 
Week 15: May 12: Reflections and Wrap Up. 
Virtual meeting Tuesday 5/7 at 10:00 am EST 
 
 
Final Assignments Due - May 17 by 5pm ET. 


